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EDITORIAL 
General Smuts addressing Scotland's St. Andrew 
University said, "Freedom is the most ineradicable 
craving of human nature. The denial of free human 
rights must in the long run lead to a cataclysm." 
History demonstrates that no regime has ever lasted 
unless it had the power of self-criticism and self-
reform. A knowledge of the pitfalls of the past will 
be a guide to the future. Hence a knowledge of history 
is essential. 
The present is a legacy of the past, a heritage of 
which we have the responsibility of creating such 
conditions as will ensure a better heritage from the 
present to the future. To do this the study of history 
is not merely the accumulation of knowledge but for 
a guide for correct action—in this case knowledge and 
wisdom definitely have a connection. 
-The more branches on which an Historical Society 
functions the more effective will be its efforts. Histor-
ical research must not be restricted to factual elements 
of discovery, exploration, and settlement—the chief 
difference between a groove and a grave is in its depth. 
Our Society has since its foundation adhered to its 
original objective, the history of Queensland, and 
it has dealt with the reaction to the political, the indus-
trial, the commercial, the religious, and the journalistic 
environment as well as with the history generally. It 
is necessary that the varying viewpoints leading to 
fundamentally different opinions in the past should be 
reviewed in the light of ideas current in the past and 
of documentary evidence by minds of the present not 
prejudiced by preconceived opinions of the partisan or 
extremist. A clear conception of the past and of the 
present should provide some guide to the future. 
The useful work of the Historical Society of 
Queensland in recording the events, the issues that 
stirred men to action, and the personalities in the 
bistory of Queensland merits support which can be 
given by applications for enrolment as members of 
the Society. 
